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Minutes of June 30, 2015 
 

Present were: Chair, Alessandro Meccia; Vice Chair, Ralph Page, Clerk, Tyde Richards, 
and George Kingston.  Michael Carabetta was not present.  
 
 
Request for Waiver of Site Plan Review - Big Y, 441 North Main Street 
 
Clerk, Tyde Richards read the request for Waiver of Site Plan Review into the record 
from Big Y Foods, 441 North Main Street to create a glass enclosure at the front of the 
store to allow the relocation of the food service inside the building and allow for seats to 
be in this area. 
 
Peter Smith, Project Manager for Big Y, said he initially talked with the Building 
Inspector and showed him plans for an interior face lift and he recommended going to 
the Planning Board.  Mr. Smith said what they want to do is take the existing café 
located at the back of the store in front of the deli and move it to the front of the store 
were the bakery is.  He said that they are going to squeeze the bakery down in size a 
little bit and put the tables & chairs in front of the glass and provide a couple of bar 
stools for seating along with four tables and 32 seats. 
 
Mr. Page asked if they are extending the outside of the building to accommodate it.  Mr. 
Smith said that they are not extending the outline of the building they are going to put 
store front glass under the existing canopy.  Mr. Page said they are looking to enclose 
an existing free canopy, correct.  Mr. Smith that is correct.               
 
Mr. Meccia asked if that is where the carriages are stored.  Mr. Smith said yes.    
 
Mr. Kingston asked Ms. Macdonald the current status of the parking.  Ms. Macdonald 
said they are maxed out.  Mr. Kingston asked if that increases the square footage 
enclosed of the building.  Ms. Macdonald said that she didn’t believe so because the  
cement area already goes out and has been included as well as the overhang.  
Because it is an overhang it is considered part of a structure.  She said all they are 
doing is adding the glass enclosure to the existing area.   
 
Mr. Page asked where the carriages will go.  Mr. Smith said they have ample space and 
they will remain accessible.  Mr. Page asked if the glass will be windows that will be 
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opening or is it permanent glass.  Mr. Smith said that it will be store material aluminum 
and they would like bi-fold widows to be able to open them in the nice weather.  Mr. 
Page asked if there is any protection from a car going into it.  Mr. Smith said that there 
are brick columns in place.        
 
There being no further questions and upon motion duly made by George Kingston  and 
seconded by Ralph Page, the Board voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the  request 
for Waiver of Site Plan for Big Y to create a glass enclosure at the front of the store to 
allow the relocation of the food service inside the building and allow for seats to be in 
this area.  No new seats will be added and the existing footprint will not create any new 
square footage and will not affect the required parking for the site. The applicant shall 
obtain a building permit from the building inspector prior to any construction at this 
location. 
 
Request for Waiver of Site Plan Review  - Golden Nozzle, 204 North Main Street  
 
Clerk, Tyde Richards read the request for Waiver of Site Plan Review into the record 
from Golden Nozzle Car Wash, 204 North Main Street to remove the existing cashier 
booth and create a 20’ x 22’ enclosure for the existing conveyor system. 
 
Joe Pandolfo and Richard Smith representatives of F. L. Roberts were present. 
 
Mr. Pandolfo presented a picture of what they want to do and he explained that the 
existing conveyer system is currently outside and they want to enclose it.  He said that 
he spoke to the closest abutter on Westwood Avenue, Sue Whitacre who has a very 
good relationship with them.  He brought her over and showed everything to her and 
she was fine with it.  Mr. Pandolfo said the enclosure would be about 10 feet high not as 
high as the existing building.  They will be enclosing an existing area as far as the 
operation goes.  He said there is no increase in the operation itself.    
 
Mr. Meccia asked what is going to happen to the vestibule where they do all of their 
transactions.  Mr. Pandolfo said that is coming out of there and that will be just 
somewhere to stand inside because it will all be protected from the weather.  Mr. Smith 
said there will be a table there with a computer system.  
 
Mr. Pandolfo said that currently everything ices up because the spray is outside he feels 
it is a better situation.  Mr. Smith said there will also be a heated floor.   Mr. Pandolfo 
said that the ramp approaching there will also be heated. 
 
Mr. Meccia addressed the Board for any questions.  
 
Mr. Kingston said that he has no issues with the enclosure itself but looking at the 
picture there are some other issues that are not related to the enclosure and will defer 
to Mr. Page who has been thinking about it.   
 
Mr. Page said that there is a by-law on signs and they are limited in the business area.  
He said in looking at the picture there are too many and any signage has to come 
before the Planning Board for approval and he would like to make sure any signs they 
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put out are pre-approved by the Planning Board.  Mr. Smith said absolutely they will and 
apologized and asked what about signage inside of the building. 
 
Mr. Kingston said that they really don’t have jurisdiction over building but if it is outside 
of the building there is a sign by-law that is trying to limit  the number of signs they have 
in town because otherwise people just put them everywhere.  He suggested that they 
speak with Ms. Macdonald on what is allowed for the signage.  Mr. Smith said that they 
will do whatever the Board wants them to do.         
 
Upon motion duly made by George Kingston and seconded by Ralph Page, the Board 
voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the Waiver of Site Plan for Golden Nozzle to create 
a 20’ x 22’ closed in conveyor system and removal of the existing cashier booth at the 
existing car wash operation at 204 North Main Street for a total increase of 440 square 
feet, conditioned on obtaining a building permit from the Building Inspector prior to any 
construction. 
 
Request for Signage – Family Bike, 217 Shaker Road  
 
The Board reviewed the proposed signage requested for Family Bike, 217 Shaker Road 
replacing the existing building and ground signs.  
 
Upon motion duly made by Ralph Page and seconded by George Kingston, the Board 
voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the building sign measuring 46” x 91” for a total of 
30.4 square feet replacing the existing sign.  Upon motion duly made by George 
Kingston and second by Ralph Page, the Board voted unanimously (4-0) to approve    
two panels in a ground sign measuring 96’ x 48” and 48” x 72” showing the name of the 
business and the name of the product.  The signs will be exact in size and lettering and 
will not create any new zoning infractions and conditioned upon obtaining sign permits 
from the Building Inspector.                                                                                                  
 
Waiver of Site Plan Reviews Approved   
 
Family Appliance and Mechanical, Inc., 143 E Shaker Road  
 
Century Fitness Parking Plan 
  
Clerk, Tyde Richards read letter from Gary Weiner requesting to withdraw the 
amendment to the parking plan for the Century Fitness Plaza.  Mr. Todd Witwer owner 
of Century Fitness would like to pursue additional changes to the current parking plan. 
  
Minutes    
 
The Board reviewed the minutes of June 2, 2015 and upon motion duly made by 
George Kingston and seconded by Ralph Page, the Board voted (4-0) to approve the 
minutes.  
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Miscellaneous 
 
Mr. Kingston said they need to take note that there is a new business on North Main 
Street, a closet shop in between the dog groomer & the Passionate Pear.  He said that 
they have been operating for at least a month without a Waiver of Site Plan Review & 
no sign permits.  
 
Economic Development  
 
Mr. Kingston informed the Board that an Economic Development round table held was 
very interesting.  He said that it was well organized and they sat around different tables 
and talked about different subjects.  Mr. Kingston said the one he talked with was all 
about rprepairing your municipality for success and what are the barriers to economic 
development in your municipality.  He said the one thing that struck him is that East 
Longmeadow does not have any officially designated contact for economic 
development.  Ms. Macdonald said that they do the regional Economic Development 
Committee and Ken Delude is the President.  East Longmeadow is included in that.  Mr. 
Kingston said he doesn’t work for the town.  Ms. Macdonald said the town has always 
taken the approach that the town is not a realtor.  Mr. Kingston said that East 
Longmeadow is sort of unique that way because most towns have somebody who is  
designated as the go to person for Economic Development.  He said for instance areas 
that are not covered by Westmass which is most of the commercial and business stuff 
in town.  Mr. Kingston said people know to contact Ms. Macdonald and talk to her about 
Economic Development and whether or not something is zonable but there really is no 
formal designation of that.  He said that it is something to think about going forward and 
it is something he is going to look forward as a discussion with the Charter Commission.   
Mr. Kingston said some towns do have a department of Planning, Zoning, Conservation 
& Economic Development or if there are Economic Development events and someone 
is designated to represent the town at them so that the town gets out there and sells 
itself.  He said one of the things they are doing on the Charter Commission is going out 
and talking with the towns on how they are organized and that is one of the things they 
will be looking for in other towns.  Mr. Kingston said the Planning Board deals with new 
businesses and if they are trying to keep the store fronts full and factory’s full maybe 
they should think about being more pro-active.                  
 
Ms. Macdonald asked how the town could be more pro-active when he is not talking 
about  town owned property.  Mr. Kingston said that there are lots of ways, they can 
make known how the town’s zoning and tax rates are business friendly.  He said 
through the town’s website they could inform people about the huge industrial garden 
park and a lot of industrial property that people don’t know about and that the town has 
high speed cable running down the rail trail that the town owns. 
 
Mr. Page said the point is trying to get the word out, what the town has available to get 
interested parties come in and start talking.  He said that they are not a real estate 
agent but they could tell them what business would be allowed in what zone and what 
business isn’t allowed in a particular zone.  
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Mr. Richards said what he has experienced going from town to town is that once he 
picks a town that he zooms in on and he goes there and if they do have a business 
development person and he meets with that person and nine times out of ten he learns 
things about the town he didn’t know about that will make him feel more positive about  
wanting to be there.                  
 
Mr. Kingston just having the demographics available in a nice tight place or age 
brackets and people look at the town and say there is a broad spectrum from 
middleclass to rather wealthy people in town.  He said that a lot of other towns are doing 
it and if East Longmeadow is not then they are being out competed.  Ms. Macdonald 
said the developing that is happening all around them is going to need an area here and 
East Longmeadow is not going to be prepared for them with regard to zoning and 
what’s allowed.  She said that she had an experience that week that really opened her 
eyes to new and young innovated ideas with regard to apartments for young executives 
in a business area.  Ms. Macdonald said a lot of firemen have retired and there are 
young people that have taken their place and the same with the police.  She said that 
there are young executives in town that are looking to stay in East Longmeadow and 
not necessarily purchase a home in East Longmeadow, but have a small apartment and 
she really thinks that is the direction they are going in.  Ms. Macdonald said that Michael 
Crowley took her around Amherst and she met a couple of innovated developers.  She 
said that it was amazing the buildings they put up and you didn’t even know it, there 
were small shops and people walking everywhere.  Ms. Macdonald said that she thinks 
where they need to start thinking a younger mind set and they have those needs.  Mr. 
Kingston said if they are going to do they need to look at it the right way and if they are 
going to do it they need to start and said they need to think of that as well.  Ms. 
Macdonald said that she has some ideas where it could without being so obtrusive and 
town meeting needs to get the young people.  She said she was thinking what if they 
had daycare available at the high school for the young people’s children because they 
say they can’t come to town meeting because they don’t want to have to pay a sitter.  
Mr. Kingston said he knows of someone who wants to start up the welcome wagon 
which doesn’t exist anymore and he thinks that is a good idea.         
              
Miscellaneous 
 
Mr. Meccia told the Board after the past few weeks he has put a lot of thought into what 
he is going to tell them.  He said that he has been very frustrated in the way things have 
been going and he is going to put his resignation in and step down from being Chair and 
step down from the Board.  Mr. Meccia said that he needs to make up extra things and 
would not leave the Board until they find a replacement.  He said that things have 
happened in the past few weeks, the past few months and he hasn’t been the same and 
he doesn’t want to sit on the Board and be negative all of the time.  Mr. Meccia said that 
his resignation will be in as soon as they get a replacement.  Mr. Kingston said that he 
knows of someone who is interested.  The appointment of a replacement for the 
Planning Board is joint by the Planning Board and the Board of Selectmen and that 
process can’t start until there is actually a vacancy.  Mr. Richards asked Mr. Meccia 
what extra things does he need.  Mr. Meccia said insurance and also people think that 
they just sit on the Board for an hour at a meeting an leave.  He said it is not like that at 
all and to say they only work 5 hours a week that is not true and said that his phone 
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rings constantly.  Mr. Meccia said that he doesn’t think it’s fair and needs to concentrate 
on other things.         
 
The Board members told Mr. Meccia that he will be greatly missed and thanked him for 
his service on the Board.            
 
Robyn Macdonald advised the Board that Nadim’s Fish & Grill closed their business and 
the equipment has been removed, as a request the Special Permit needs to be revoked.  
The Board agreed to a letter being sent to the owners of Nadim’s.  
 
With no further business and upon motion duly made by George Kingston and 
seconded by Tyde Richards, the Board voted 4-0 to adjourn at 7:30 p.m. 
 
      For the Board, 
       
 
 

Tyde Richards, Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


